
 

 

Larger Image Here 

Numbering Identifiers 

1. White Rock Lake; 2. White Rock Spillway; 3. Garland Road (US Highway 67, rerouted in 
1951 to become State Highway 78); 4. East Lawther Drive; 5. DeGolyer Estate (Site of Dallas 
Arboretum); 6. Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railroad; 7. Buckner Boulevard; 8. Ferguson 
Road; 9. Lakeland Drive; 10. San Fernando Way; 11. Forest Hills Boulevard; 12. Santa Clara 
Drive; 13. Highland Road; 14. Angora Street; 15. Whittier Street; 16. St Francis Street; 17. 
Oakwood Boulevard; 18. White Rock Drive; 19. San Rafael Drive; 20. White Rock Creek; 21. 
Redondo Drive; 22. Lottie Road; 23. San Pedro / Diceman; 24. Daytonia Drive; 25. San Benito 
Way; 26. San Leandro Drive; 27. Groveland Drive; 28. Sanford Street; 29. Tavaros Street; 30. 
Ocala Street; 31. Old Gate Lane 
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Dallas Aerial Photographs, 1930 Fairchild Survey 

 
About the Originals 
                                               The City of Dallas Municipal Archives retains copy 
negatives for most of these prints. At the time the digital collection was created, 
Dallas Archivist John Slate believed these copy negatives were produced in the late 
1960s or early 1970s. They are not the original negatives from the 1930 aerial 

survey. While several libraries house some or all of the 1930 prints, no known set of the original negatives 
exists. 
 
Staff at the Edwin J. Foscue Map Library worked with regional historian George Cearley to create identifications 
for more than 3,500 specific landmarks within these aerial photographs. These identifications are available 
online as an overlay so the images and identifications may be explored not only by zooming in and out but also 
by offering unique tags that name and describe what the viewer is seeing. This replicates the physical overlays 
created in the Edwin J. Foscue Map Library. 
 
About the Collection 
 
The 93 images in the Dallas Historic Aerial Photographs, 1930 Fairchild Survey digital collection represent a 
complete set of air images commissioned by the City of Dallas and photographed by Sherman Mills Fairchild 
in October of 1930 flying out of Love Field. 

About Fairchild Aerial Surveys 

Aerial photography began in the nineteenth century from balloons. It expanded in the First World War 
(1914-18) when the value of military reconnaissance from airplanes became obvious. After the war, 
photography from the air came quickly to be used for a variety of purposes. For example geological 
surveying, mapping, and, in the case of photographing cities from the air, tax assessment. As cities 
expanded, it proved far quicker and cheaper to make the maps needed for tax purposes from pictures taken 
from airplanes than by traditional surveying techniques on the ground.  

Sherman Mills Fairchild (the son, incidentally, of a man whose company eventually developed into IBM) was 
by 1919 a leader in the design of cameras for aerial photography. In 1924 he founded Fairchild Aerial 
Surveys, Inc. The company’s first contract was to produce a photo-map of Newark, New Jersey. Fairchild 
soon also began producing airplanes. His FC-2, first made in 1927, was a five-seat, high-wing monoplane. The 
type could be, and often was, used for aerial photography. The Fairchild airplane company went out of 
business in 2002, although one of its products, the A10-A Thunderbird II (also known as the “Warthog”), a 
powerful ground-support plane, is still in service with the United States Air Force. (Contributed by Peter 
Bakewell, Aviation Historian, SMU). 



Project Contributors George Cearley (historic identifications), Sarah Roberts (metadata entry), John Slate 
(City of Dallas Archivist), Dawn Youngblood (curator), nCDS (digitization, metadata). 

Scholarly Reviewers: Peter Bakewell, John Chavez, Bonnie Jacobs, Ben Johnson, Darwin Payne. 

Source:  https://www.smu.edu/libraries/digitalcollections/dmp 
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